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SECRET

MEMOBARDU A FOR: Dirvectys of Central Intelligeace

SUBJECT: Congrewsional Relations

1. This memorandu.. dugiests acticn on the part of the
Lirector of Coentral Inteliigente. Such re-uested action s c.mtz 1 2d
in paragraph 9.

Z. Deteriniaing the geaszal view heid by the Congress & iay
particalar situation i ditficull if not i:opossible until the uesti - is
put to & vate, However, therd are zufficient indications of tis
congressional view ol the Agaixy (o warrant concern. I ehail di:uss
some of these but {irst would ke t2 poiat out the uausaal altasti » of
our Bubcogunittees.

3. The saly for:nzi Sunconuiittes appointed to coasider i
activities is the "Jubcoruasitied un the Central Intelligence A en @ of
House Arined Services. Last year, iz, Vinson indicated a ate:
desixre to have » monthly weetiny and the Ageney on its luithitive siacs
then has urged that moathly bilefings sccur. There were ol .-+ :ings
of this Jubcoramittes last year sad there have been four this yes -

4. The otimr House Subsrimitiee {(Appropriations) is 8. : .
formally eatablished Subcoiiaitiee. Last year we et three tic 5
with this Subcecnmittes and taree thaes this year., The 08 ve st
mesting securred on 27 Agpust (743 when both the Director ied :puty
Elrecior were unavailable. #ith appropriate notice to Mr. Sam .9, 2
team of senior officials raet aits the Sucommittee. The snire . ecetiag
was devotsd to a series of . uedtions by the Chairman hased m & sieaders!
Digest article by Francis Viviw Lrake. Tae discamiiture i sev:ral of
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the :mmembers was obvious &4 It has been in sther iueetings. T ¢
problecms of the chalycaashlys of this Sabcanaditee aze fully
appreciated by Mr, Mabon and My, Ferd. This sabject was & - -
cusesd by Mr. Mahsa with the Directar of Central Intellijesce
eaxly this year. dr. Fazd ia vut of Lown for two weeks but The -z
weréd that e is seriously congarned that the Subcommities aas 13t
henyd frox the Agency on a turrent basis on both Viet-Na:: s
Cuba and btends to raise this probis:a with Me. Mabon anc s .
Cannon whan he retarcs.

3. On the Seuate pide, taere is luterieching ceembershi} on
the two Sxbeosaniitess. Thasslore, as a matter of convenieng = and
alss, in past becsuse of the {acreasing dissbllity of Chalerar ©fiyden,
Sematey Enssell has in effect conducted jolut misetings for the 314t
thres yoars. Thre were six such wootings last yoar and this s2ar
there have been two. As a = ntrer of interest there was only o .

noetiag In 1961,

&. Theas feur Coinnitiess have pevhaps e greatas:
responsibilities In the Congrus: and in conseeence the Chalrs .
continuously have weighty pritisms camnpetiag for thelr attaati . ..

In addition, there are .nany rther prablems, political and ctae :/ise,
which are of concern to thest Thalrmen, All of this leaves it time
for them to dovote to C1A, Thi:z iz notably 5o in the cane of Se . toy
Russsll with eivil rights Logialation, uis positien on the nucise iast
ban tresty aad sthers.

7. The centinuing sfisris to establish & Jelat Comadtks
Inteliigeace are zeflected iu she intrvduction of sevestesn xasa :tions
in this Congress. A rathey vwil-ressonsd spasch was made
Representative Liadsay on this subjact oa 15 August 1963, sad is
contained varioun factual ernars abeul the Agency wideh Ms¢ | ice
wnanswered. Thre bave baen othey refaresces te the naed 13 -
Joint Cornmittes lacludiag sudh Senators as horse and Snetae .
There continue 1o be preas editiziams of the Agensy, & recont .ae
for axazaple baing The Washisiisn Pasi sditorial of 7 Sepbe e + 1963,
Nose of the mendere « m = ittoes has taken to e (124 of
wmmnhsm&asMy Y 2 thmmngny brisfed on CILi. ac:lvities
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a7 to Tefate the adcusallans ujainst the Agency. This can be
contrasted with [requent fevorsile reforence to the Divecte: by :+ane
as head of the Cenczral Intellijeaze Ajency during the course of il
floor debate an the nuclear test Han treaty, We have a tranacsis of
a radio interview with Leslie Arends amd Willia: Bray who sre
rasmbers of the ClA Saubcomukitee. They were asked if they k ¢+
about the Central Inssliigence ./ ency’s role in the Vietazucse
situation. They both iadicated that they wore not briefed oo thi
subject.

8. A sufficient muiaber »f unchallenged accusalions ine:. i :bly
will iaflusace mea:bers of Cuadgress and thought should be jives >
sonss methed of countering this contlnuing barrage. This becd se
particularly {mportant ik coasldering the timing of floer agting ::
onr sarly retizemsat Lill. Disisg the Subcocwaiites hearings, | =air-can
Rivars sevezal times cautionsd that there was a considerabie b .oy of
antagonisn: to the Agency in tae iHouse., We would not want Jae - action
on the bill to be the occasion inxr a debate on the merits of suxk 1 ous
accusatians or canse rensival of discussion of a Joint Commiter kIt
is recagaized that inevitanly 15 will be true to & certain degre
Howaver, wa should conslder pricor sction to at least blunt the « { e
of such an attnck. M we axe t+ save auy hope of final passa e ¢’ ihe
esarly relireracent bill this yesr ihere will have to be Mouass fing: .ction
ia the relatively naar fututre ia erder t9 previde sulficient ti ne t»
Senate action.

9. What td» do about this probiem? Ths ares of possibl- sction
appaars 1o be limited 1o the sp:nbership of our Subcomninitioes 730 bave
baes givea datalied and candii riefings and whe are the oaly = 2 1bers in
a position to =:aks a judg:neat o= the over-all pexfarmance of i+ Ageacy.
We beliove thase siembers and particularly the ssalor meassst. siacerely
balisve the Agency is performing u creditabie job despite it dl' % cult task.
Theraiors, it is te be hoped that they would yecognize the noces ity for
tham to speak sul ogeanionally iu delense not caly of the Agenc; -at alse
to demonstrate prepey dischirie of thely ows yespoasibliitics 2. nemibeza
of CIA Subcoaunitiess. The specific action recomunended, he:2ire, is
that the Director of Central lnteliligence sseet privately with :ae : bers
such as Russell, Saltonstall, Viason and Arends. In the case o :House
Appropriations, ILelleve this is » special situation where the I 2eter
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should st first with 2r, widhios sad sesk his advice as to fur ser
contacts pamicuiarly havisg ia sind bringing Geraid Ford tuio 1+
mattery. The putpose in view of such meetings would be te alic ¢
sdvice aad develop & strategy lecking toward public promousse: tits
by those msuabers and other (1: idubcosumittee members. The jura
of the public statenents could be (1) Loor statements, (1) pres.
ralsases, (lii) press iaterviews, and (lv) comuilttes reports,

19. In sxpleoring possibie content of such prondunce: 1ex ¢ lhere
could be sonsidered references i delalled briefings on all phasa: of
CIA activities, The usaal chaxges that the Agency is pursuwng i
independent palicy whather Ssuth Vist-Nam or elsswherze ¢suld 5
refated with 2o danage to s krity by assurances that this type
thing has Lesn exanined and =i phases of ClA activities are o dinatesd
and vefersnce could bo made to the President's statement o th i very
subject. Conatderation cauld be jivex 1o deaylag specific accus iilens;
for mm,lo a8 mnﬁy &8 13 Zeptecibar 1963, Semator Thisis id in

the Cougressional Record reidrs to the Soviet launch of Spwiplk { :u
et ' . {5, was caught by complate surprise - ' officlal
Wummm ue down again.” Possibly at -bis i ne the

seturity sonsldarstions would be such the trvue position of Ajen . esticuates
could be xade public and lay this one to rest for all ti:ne, 'f“ﬁﬁ:ﬁ&f:;r
othey secusations which bave been repeated 20 often they have ! tcome
logead which could ba laid to #est if the passage of time has les +v2ned the
sueurity aspects.

il. Te swn up, insedsr as we can sense the situather, .3
seputation of the Agency ix tha Congress gessrally seems t¢: be :srreatly
on the deciine and action slony the lines dlscussed abiove shoule 19 takes.
Maanwhile we can 4o soiue sfipctive wark in our routine contae : with
individesl Congressmen and sech neotings a8 the group breauk its are
helpfal and shoxid be continue g,

s/ Jokn 8. Vrrar
Legisiative  sunsel

Distribution:
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OGC/LC1ISW :mks (25 Sept 61}
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